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Landmine Monitor Report 2001: Toward a Mine-Free World
MAJOR FINDINGS

On 12 September 2001, the Nobe Peace Prize-winning International Campaignto Ban
Landmines (ICBL.) will rdlease the third annud report of its Landmine Monitor initiative,

the 1,175-page Landmine Monitor Report 2001: Toward a Mine-Free World. Thisisthe
most comprehensive report ever on the globd landmine Stuation, containing information

on every country in the world with repect to mineuse, production, trade, stockpiling,
humanitarian demining and mine survivor assstance.

Landmine Monitor is an unprecedented initiative by the ICBL to monitor implementation
of and compliance with the 1997 Mine Ban Tregty, and more generdly to assessthe
efforts of the internationd community to resolve the landmines problem. Landmine
Monitor Report 2001 focuses on areporting period from May 2000 to mid-2001.

It is evident from the wedlth of information in Landmine Monitor Report 2001
that the 1997 Mine Ban Treety and the ban movement more generdly are having
amajor impect globdly. This progressis shown by:

Anever-growing number of governmentsjoining the Mine Ban Treaty. A
totd of 118 countries have ratified and another 22 have signed, corglituting
nearly three-quarters of the world's nations, snce the last Landmine Monitor
report, 17 countries have retified or acceded (a process combining Sgnature
and ratification).

Reduced useof the wegpon in recent years Thisisthe result of sigmeatization
of the wegpon in some cases, but so Smply reflects reduced leves of
conflict. Compared to the previous Landmine Monitor reporting period, the
lessintense fighting in Chechnya, and the end to conflictsin Ethiopia: Eritrea,
Kosovo, and Democraic Republic of Congo, have meant decreased mine use
gloodly.

Fewer new minevictims. Landmine Monitor estimates that there were some
15,000 to 20,000 new casudties from landmines and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) in 2000, an encouraging decrease from the long-standing and
commonly cited figure of 26,000 new victims per year. Important reductions
in the number of new casudties were recorded in some heavily mined aressin
2000, including Afghanigtan, Cambodia, Croatia, and Kosovo.



LANDMINE Landmine Monitor Report 2001: Toward a Mine-Free World
M MQH"OR Embargoed until 12 September 2001

A dramatic drop in production. The number of producers has dropped from
55to 14 in recent years, in this year’ s report, Landmine Monitor removed
Turkey and Y ugodavia, both non-ggnatoriesto the Mine Ban Treety, from
theligt of producers.

Anadmog complete halt in trade. Not asngle sgnificant shipment of

antipersonnd mines (induding by Mine Ban Treaty nonSgnatories) was
Identified in this reporting period, or indeed since 1998 when Landmine
Monitor was launched.

I ncreased destruction of stockpiled antiper sonnel mines. More than 27
million antipersonne mines have been destroyed by over 50 nations,
induding some 5 million in this reporting period; atotal of 29 Mine Ban
Treaty States Parties have completed destruction of their antipersonne mine
gockpiles, including eight in this reporting period.

Increased funding for humanitarian mine action. Mgor donor nations
provided more than $221 million in 2000 done, an increase of about $19
million over 1999, and more than $1 billion since 1993.

Moreland demined. In 2000, eight of the largest humanitarian mineUXO dearance
programs cleared a combined total of more than 185 million square meters of land,
induding in Afghanigan, Angola, Bosniaand Herzegovina, Cambodia, Croatia,
Kosovo, Laos, and Mozambique.

Other mgjor findings of theLandmine Monitor Report 2001 include:

Landmine Monitor research identifies 90 countriesthat ar e affected to some degree
by landmines and/or unexploded ordnance. Bulgaria has completed mine dearance
and is now congdered mine-free. New minelaying in FY R Macedoniaand
Uzbekigtan has added them to the ligt of mine-affected netions. A new survey in El
Sdvador, which previoudy dedared itsdf mine-free, hasidentified 53 mine and

UXO éffected Stes.

Landmine Monitor ressarch indicates that there were new ming/UXO victimsin 73
countries in 2000 and 2001 (through May). A mgority (45) of these countries were
a peace, not war. The greatest number of new victimsin thistime period appeer to
be found in Afghanigan, India, Angola, Cambodia, Northern Irag, and, likely, Burma
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Sgnificant numbers of new victims are dso found in Chechnya, Iran, Ethiopia, Sii
Lankaand, likdy, Vietnam.

Organized humanitarian mine action programs ar e taking placein 34 countries.
Mine dearance of some sort occurred in another 42 countries.

Thefirgt, groundbreaking national Landmine Impact Survey was completedin
Yemen in July 2000; additiond nationd Landmine Impact Surveys have been
completed in Thailand, Chad and Mozambique. Intota, 30 countries aswell as
Abkhazia and K osovo have undergone some type of landmine survey or assessment
snce 1997.

Asaf mid-2001, it would not appear that antipersonne minesare being used on a
massve scdein any conflict. The most regular useislikely occurring in Russia
(Chechnya), Sri Lanka, and Burma. In dl threeingances, both government and
rebel forces are usng antipersonnd mines. Reports of Uzbekigtan continuing to mine
its borders were il being received in June 2001.  The kind of widesoread use of
antipersonnd minesthat was witnessed in FR Y ugodavialKosovo in 1999 and in
Russa/Chechnya at the height of that conflict in 1999 and early 2000 was not evident
in this reporting period in any location. 1t would gppear, however, that use of
antipersonnel minesincreased in anumber of countries, notably in Si Lanka by
government and rebd forces, in Colombia by guerrillas, and in Namibiaby Angolan
rebels (UNITA) and Angolan government troops.

In this Landmine Monitor reporting period (Snce May 2000), it appears likely that
there was new use of antiper sonnel minesin 23 conflicts by asmany as 15
governmentsand at least 30 rebd groupsnon-<ate actors.

Mogt of the use of antipersonnd minesin this reporting period was continued
usein ongoing conflicts. However, changes regar ding use from last year
include: new use of minesin FYR Macedonia; Russan forceslaying
minesindde Tgjikistan, a Mine Ban Treaty State Party, on the Tgjik-
Afghan border; Uzbekigtan laying mines on its borderswith Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan; and Kyrgyzstan reportedly laying mineson itsbor der
with Tgjikigan. Landmine Monitor now dso bdievesit islikdy thet
Nepdese forces, especidly the police, are usng mines agang Maoist rebds,
who regularly use homemade mines,
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Six gover nments acknowledge use of antiper sonnel mines in thistime period.
One, Angola, isa signatory tothe Mine Ban Treaty. The other five are non
dgnaories Eritrea, Myanmar/Burma, Russa, i Lanka, and Uzbekistan.
Eritrea satesthat it has not used mines since the end of its border conflict with
Ethiopiain June 2000. Useisongoing for the other governments

Mo disturbingly, Landmine Monitor has recaived reports thet indicate a strong
possibility of use of antipersonnel mines by Uganda, a Mine Ban Treaty State
Party, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in June 2000. Uganda became a
State Party to the Mine Ban Treaty in August 1999. Landmine Monitor believes thet
these serious and credible dlegations merit the urgent attention of States Parties, who
should consult with the Ugandan government and other relevant actorsin order to
seek daification, establish the facts, and resolve these questions regarding
compliance with the Mine Ban Treety. The Ugandan government has denied thet it
used antipersonnd minesin the DRC.

Landmine Monitor believesthat it islikely that two Mine Ban Tregty signatories,
Ethiopia and Sudan, used antipersonnel mines. There are serious, but unconfirmed,
dlegations about use by Rwanda in the DRC in June 2000 when it was atreaty
ggnatory (it is now a Sae Party) and Burundi, another tresty sgnatory. All four of
these governments deny use.

Landmine Monitor dso bdlievesthat it islikdy the following non-signator ies used
antipersonnd mines DR Congo, I srael, Nepal, and Kyrgyzstan. Officddsfrom DR
Congo and Nepa have denied use. 1sradl acknowledged use of antipersonnd mines
in South Lebanon prior to its withdrawa in May 2000, and gppears to have continued
to use minesin the Occupied Pdedtinian Teritories, dlegedly in one ingance without
proper fencing and marking as required by CCW Amended Protocol 1.

In addition to the ingtances of use noted above, there was ongoing use of minesin
Afghanistan by the Northern Alliance oppostion forces, in Kashmir by militant
groups, inthe Philippines by three rebe groups, in Senegal by rebe forces, in
Uganda by rebd forces, in Somalia by variousfactions, in Geor gia/Abkhaziaby
non gtate actors, and in Y ugodavia by nonstate actors.

Landmine Monitor estimates that there are some 230-245 million antiper sonne
minesin the ar senals of about 100 nations, with the biggest estimated to be China
(110 million), Russia (60- 70 million), United States (11.2 million), Ukraine (6.4
million), Pakistan (6 million), India (4-5 million), and Belarus (4.5 million).
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Twenty-nine Mine Ban Treaty nations have completely destroyed their
antiper sonnel mine stockpiles, and another 19 arein the process.  Seventeen treety
Sates Paties have yet to begin destruction, which must be completed within four
years of entry into force for each nation. The deadline for many nationsisin 2003.

A totd of 122 Landmine Monitor researchersin 95 countries sysematicaly collected and
andyzed information from awide variety of sourcesfor this comprehensivereport. The
book a0 includes gppendices with reports from mgor actorsin the mine ban movement,

such as UN agendies, regiond organizations, the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the Survey Action Certer, and the Geneva Internationd Center for Humanitarian
Demining.

The ICBL received the 1997 Nobel Peace Prizefor its efforts to eradicate antipersonnel
mines. The Landmine Monitor initigtive is coordinated by a*“Core Group” of five ICBL
organizations. Human Rights Watch is the lead organization and othersinclude
Handicgp Internationd (Begium), Kenya Codition Againg Mines, Mines Action
Canada, and Norwegian People' sAid.
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